The role of tocilizumab in the treatment of inflammatory diseases of the eye and orbit: A useful alternative.
With uveitis being one of the leading causes of blindness worldwide, biological therapies have arisen as an option for the treatment of refractory cases based on good results shown in clinical practice. The goal of this study is to provide a systematic review of current knowledge of the role and possible uses of tocilizumab in the field of ophthalmology. We performed a search for records reporting the use of tocilizumab for various diseases in MEDLINE (PubMed and OVID). We conducted an analysis of several individual studies and their reported individual patient data (82 eyes of 45 patients) published from 2011 to 2017. Tocilizumab may prove to be an effective choice for the treatment of a variety of ocular conditions such as refractory uveitis, inflammatory macular edema, vitreo-retinal tumors and thyroid orbitopathy, leading to control of the inflammation in these patients. Further studies need to be conducted to establish its safety and efficacy.